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Harold:

Your letter
of May 12 was a masterpiece
in insight
and
personal
faith.
I have read and re-read
it and can't
even begin yet to express
my personal
reactions
t o it.
It came at a time when I badly needed
it and the temptation was to inte rpre t it in t wo directions,
allowing
it
to be the basic
support
for my decision
to go to Calif.
On Wednesday,
the 13th,
I notified
Norvel
Young that
I
would be corning to Pepperdine
as Provost
of th e School
of Law.
I immediately
began to ha ve. serious
misgivings.
I continued
to wrestle
with these
misgivings,
bouncing
from yes to no almost
with every passing
hour.
I began
to get conflicting
ad v ic e from friends,
some of whom
offered
advice
on both sides
of the question
(according
to what my position
at the moment happened
to be).
It
became a very confused
tim e and a very spiritually
agonizing . time.
Your "boundary
situation"
approach
meant a great
deal to
.me. · I almost
allow ed it to be the justification
for a bad
decision,
as I now see it.
Upon refl ec ti o n, however,
I saw
that
it also offered
a way for me to continue
working
here
and, in fact,
it probably
best
d e scrib ed how I ha ve operated
emotionally
and personally
here at Highland.
I, therefore,
came to the conclusion
on Wednesday,
Ma y 2 0,
that
I had made a bad d ec ision
and so notified
Norve l Young.
He had a beautiful
attitude
about
it a nd s eemed to understand
completel
y . I explained
to him that
I simply
had not
been here long enough and th e re wa s still
a very clear
mission for me here.
He accepted
this
decision
graciously
and
indicated
his continuing
int eres t in the possibility
down
the road of my work ing with Pepperdine
. I went to the nighland elders
that
same Wednesday
and had a very po siti ve meet ing with them.
I described
the Pepperdine
offer,
my r easons
for considering
it,
why I had d ec ided to recommit
myself
to
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this
work for the next twelve
would be some of the priorities

months,
and what I believe
for these
months .

I sense
an increasing
rush into denominationalism
on the
part
of churches
of Christ
in America.
A recent
front - page
article
in Gospel Advocate
by Guy N. Woods took the Elk
City,
Oklahoma creed
that
our elders
were stampeded
into
signing
two years
ago by Frank Cawyer and urged that
the
creed be adopted
and used for all
sorts
of interrogation
for Bible
teachers
and preachers.
The Lectureship
topic
for Freed-Hardeman
College
next year is one in which the
church
in all
its
denominational
hardness
will
be presented.
The need to preach
the free Biblical
word in an institutional
church
is paramount.
That freedom
I have here at
Highland,
provided
I can continue
to do the kind of depth
study
and homework for that
kind of preaching.
I felt,
therefore,
to move away from this
particular
podium at
this
particular
moment in the history
of ourfellowship
could be a misuse
of the stewardship
of my gift
of the
ministry
of the word.
I want us to proceed
full
steam ahead with the proposed
television
series.
I am very interested
in it and will
do everything
in my power to be a responsible
part
of
whatever
may develop.
You may know by now of the leaving
of Wyman Wilkerson
and David Fry.
Wyman left
under some
pressure
and David voluntarily
decided
to move to Oklahoma
City and work with the Waugh brothers.
This means that
all of the film work for the future
may be in an uncertain
position.
You, however,
should
proceed
according
to your
own best
judgment
in preparing
the case statement
and the
proposal.
Thank you for the help your last
letter
deeply
appreciated
by both Sue and me.
and prayers
for this
period
in the lives
be rich
and enlightening.
Your

brother,

provided.
We send
of all

It was
our love
of you to
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Straughn
74 Tuebingen
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West Germany
Dear
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Haro~~:

Your letter
of Apr
not thought
at all
obviously
like
t he
i t in whatever
way

i l 16 came as quite
a surprise.
I had
in terms of the things
you said.
I
idea and would be glad to work with
I -could.

I have not read "The Bridge"
script
as yet.
I also
understand
that
James has a proposal
floating
around
over here for me to appear
in some kind of television
series
that
is in some way connected
with his New York
actwities
. At this
point,
no one in the Herald
of Truth
organization
has mentioned
a word of it to me.
I feel
at times
as if I am being
sys t ematically
excluded
from
planning
and discussion
sessions.
However,
I k now that
Clois
and others
are doing everything
they can to keep from
putting
more and more things
on my schedu l e.
This means
that
I have to live with the frustrated
sense of not knowing any part
of the things
going on.
I do have some real
questions
about
the viability
of the Herald
of Truth organization.
I rea l ly don't
see anyone outside
yourself,
including
the men in t elevision
in Dallas
and Don Cusenberry,
in whom I have a lot of confidence
regarding
their
creativity.
I strongly
believe
any move of mine into
television
would
require
the best possible
creative
talent
wo r king with me
to make it decently
effective
.
This also applies
to the 60 minute
specia l s being
contemplated.
I frank l y do not see the men on the scene who can
pull
off a moving television
special.
I must be very honest
and say that
I'm deeply
pessimist
i c about
bo t h the amount of
moeey andolved
and the effective
n ess of a n y end product .
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